
LI – UK GENERAL PROMPT LIST  
 

YEAR NEWS CHART HITS FILM /MUSICALS TV FADS / FASHIONS  / CRAZES 
1946 June 8th Public Holiday to Celebrate end of WW 

11.  Show Boat opens on Broadway.  Verdicts of 
the Nuremberg War trials. 

Let it Snow! Let it Snow! Let it Snow! – 
Vaughn Monroe 

It’s A Wonderful Life. The Big Sleep.  
Great Expectations.   Killers. 

Muffin the Mule.  Kaleidoscope - 
McDonald Hobley.   Mickey Mouse. 

Rebecca. 

Bikinis go on sale in Paris. Monopoly. 
Benjamin Spock's Baby Book.  The 
Dandy Comic.   Paraffin heaters. 

1947 Princess Elizabeth Marries Philip Mountbatten 
– 20th November 

Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah - James Baskett.  "All 
Of Me" - Frankie Laine. Almost Like Being 

In Love - Jo Stafford. Always - Frank 
Sinatra  

Gentlemen’s Agreement.  Green 
Dolphin Street.  An Ideal husband.  

Boomerang. 

Shut down of TV because of fuel 
shortage.  Café Continental. 

First Transistor Radio.  Hornby train 
sets. The Diary of Anne Frank is 

published.  

1948 National Health Service Act.  Railways 
Nationalised. .  Gandhi assassinated Burma and 

Ceylon gain independence. 

Stepping out with my Baby – Fred Astaire. 
I'm Looking Over a Four-Leaf Clover  - Art 

Mooney. 

Anna Karenina. The Three Musketeers.  
A Song is Born.  The Rope. 

Television Newsreel.  The Brains 
Trust.  Olympic Games. 

Flared skirts and swagger coats. Kinsey 
Report. The LP is brought out. Scrabble 

invented.  Subbuteo 
1949 South African Apartheid. Stalin orders attacks 

on Soviet Jews. Communist People's Republic of 
China. South Africa institutionalizes apartheid 

‘A’ You’re Adorable – Perry Como. 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer – Gene 

Autry. 

The Third Man. Kind Hearts And 
Coronets.  Little Women.  Dragnet.  The 

Bicycle Thief. The Queen of Spades. 
 

Ray’s a Laugh.  Starlight.  For 
Children. Come Dancing. 

 

New look and Nylon came into use.  
Marbles.  Knitted Tea-cosies.  Clothes 

Horses around the fire.  Coin in the slot 
gas metres. 

1950 Petrol rationing ends.  Korean War. Mona Lisa – Nat King Cole.  
The Tennessee Waltz by Patti Page  

Sunset Boulevard.  Annie Get your Gun. 
South Pacific 

Children’s Newsreel.   
ndy Pandy.  

The conical bra. Silly Putty. 
Jukeboxes.  Dipping pens and ink wells. 

1951 Winston Churchill again PM. Rogers and 
Hammerstein’s The King and I opens on 

Broadway with Yul Brynner 

Shrimp Boats – Jo Stafford.  I’ll See You in 
My Dreams – Doris Day.  Mockingbird Hill 

-Les Paul  
Be My Love by Mario Lanza  

Strangers On A Train.  The African 
Queen. A Streetcar Names Desire.  

Strangers on a Train.  Disney’s Alice in 
Wonderland. 

Watch with Mother.  The Test Card.  
Billy Cotton Band Show.  What’s my 

Line.  

Petticoat fever" buckram, taffeta, 
starched net, nylon nets, to give body, 
swirl, and rustle to the full-cut skirts. 

Dennis the Menace comic books.  
1952 King George VI dies. Nelson Mandela arrested.  

Atomic bomb detonated in Nevada and 
watched on live TV.  TV detector vans 

introduced. 

Auf Wiederseh'n Sweetheart  - Vera Lynn. 
Unforgettable - Nat King Cole.  

Singing In The Rain.  High Noon.  The 
Mouse Trap.  Ivanhoe. Guys and Dolls. 

Bill and Ben.  Animal Vegetable 
Mineral.  All your Own.  Funeral of 

King GoergeVI. 

Mr Potato Head.  Swimsuits like corsets 
with detachable straps.  Bathing caps 

with flowers.  Teddy Boys.  Hop-scotch. 
MAD Magazine.  Broken biscuits could 

be bought cheaply. 
1953 Everest Conquest - Edmund Hillary. Stalin dies. 

Korean Armistice 
I Believe - Frankie Laine. That's Amore -  

Dean Martin.  Your Cheatin' Heart - Hank 
Williams  

Stalag 17. Roman Holiday.  The Robe. 
The Glen Millar Story.  How to Marry a 

Millionaire 

Rag, Tag and Bobtail.  Panorama.  The 
Quatermass Experiment.   

Mesh stockings. Handbag clasps for 
holding gloves.  Chequers. A ‘Little 
Princess’ doll designed by Norman 

Hartnell.  The Eagle Comic. 
1954 Roger Bannister runs first 4 minute mile. 

Pensioners demonstrate for better pensions. 
The first kidney transplant is performed  

Secret Love - Doris Day. Shake Rattle and 
Roll - Bill Haley . Mambo Italiano - 

Rosemary Clooney  

On The Waterfront.  Dial M For Murder.  
The Caine Mutiny.  Three Coins in A 

fountain. Kismet 

The First Soap – The Grove Family.  
Zoo Quest. Newsreel. Go to Work on 

an Egg!  Sooty. 
 

Hand-jive, Bop and Box step.  The 
Hostess Trolley. Spud Guns.  Candy 

Cigarettes. Rock 'n' Roll.  Spangles and 
Jubblies. 

1955 Sir Anthony Eden PM.   London Smoke Free 
Zone.  Rosa Parks makes a stand against 

segregation.  Ruth Ellis hanged in Holloway 
prison. Peron overthrown in Argentina 

Rose Marie - Slim Whitman.  Rock Around 
the Clock – Bill Haley. Ain't That a Shame - 

Fats Domino. Maybelline - Chuck Berry. 

The Night of The Hunter.  The Seven 
Year Itch.  Lady and the Tramp.  Guys 

and Dolls.  Lady and the Tramp. 
Oklahoma! 

Independent TV is launched. Gibbs SR 
Toothpaste Advert. Cadum for 

Madam. Don’t forget the Fruit-gums 
Mum! Dixon of Dock Green.  Life with 

the Lions. The Wooden Tops. 
Cheyenne.   

The long, swingy, skirts with images of 
musical notes, flowers and poodles.  
Mary Quant opens Bazaar in Kings 

Road.  The Davy Crockett hat.  Play Doh.  
Brylcream. 

1956 Hungarian uprising.  Refugees arrive. Grace 
Kelly marries Prince Rainier. Egypt takes control 

of the Suez Canal  

I'll Be Home  - Pat Boone.  Blueberry Hill - 
Fats Domino.  Why Do Fools Fall in Love - 

Frankie Lymon.  Heartbreak - by Elvis 
Presley  

The Killing.  Love me Tender.  The 10 
Commandments.  The King and I.  War 

and Peace. 

PG Tips Adverts. Billy Cotton Band 
Show. Whacko. Lenny and the Lion. 

Opportunity Knocks. 

Velcro Fastenings introduced. Painting 
by numbers. Ouija Boards. Fuzzy dice. 

Mirabelle. Balaclavas.  Snake belts. 
Times Tables. 

1957 Harold MacMillan PM.  Sputnik.  The Video 
Recorder is Invented. 

Diana - Paul Anka. Whole Lotta Shakin' 
Going On - Jerry Lee Lewis. That'll Be the 
Day - Buddy Holly. Wake Up, Little Susie - 

The Everly Brothers 

The Bridge Over The River Kwai. 
Jailhouse Rock.  Gun Fight at the O.K. 
Corall.  Peyton Place.  My Fair Lady. 

Queen’s First Christmas Broadcast.  
Six Five Special.  The Sky at Night. 

Tonight.  Pinky and Perky. The Benny 
Hill Show. 

Frisbees. Sack dresses. Tupperware. 
Tonka Toys.  PVC.  Formica.  

Abstract, geometric patterns.  
Negligees. 

 
1958 1st CND Aldermaston March. The Munich air Jailhouse Rock - Elvis Presley. All I Have to Vertigo.  My Fair Lady.  Cat on a Hot Tin Quatermass and the Pit.  Blue Peter.  Hula Hoops.  Lego. The Jive. Bouffant 
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crash. Khrushchev becomes Soviet Premier.  
General Charles de Gaulle becomes French 

Premier  Bobby Fischer: chess champion  

Do Is Dream - The Everly Brothers.   
Breathless by Jerry Lee Lewis.  

Summertime Blues by Eddie Cochran  

Roof.  South Pacific.  Gigi. Carry on 
Sergeant. 

The Long Hot Summer.  

Your Life in Their Hands.  Grandstand.  
Blue Peter.  The Oxo Family. 

hairdos.  Shampoo bought in individual 
sachets. 

1959 First section of MI opened.  Buddy Holly dies.  
President Castro takes over Cuba. Tibet's Dalai 

Lama escapes to India. 

Living Doll - Cliff Richard.  Motown 
Records starts up. Lonely Boy - Paul Anka.  

There Goes My Baby - The Drifters. 
I Kissed You by The Everly Brothers . 

North By Northwest. Some Like It Hot.   
Ben Hur. Anatomy of a Murder.  Some 

Like it Hot.  Pillow Talk. 

Juke Box Jury. Bonanza . Twilight 
Zone.  The Untouchables.  You’ll 

never be alone with A Strand!  You 
can be sure of Shell!  The White TIDE 

Man. 

Beatniks: goatees, sunglasses and a 
beret and beating bongo drums.  Barbie 

Doll. Chatty Kathy dolls  

1960 Wedding of princess Margaret.   Berlin wall 
built.   

 

It's Now or Never - Elvis Presley. Save the 
Last Dance for Me - The Drifters. The 

Twist by Chubby Checker. Only the Lonely 
by Roy Orbison  

Psycho.  The Apartment. La Dolce Vita. 
Spartacus. The Sound of Music. 

Lawrence of Arabia 

Coronation Street debut. Wagon 
Train. 77 Sunset Strip. Hancock’s Half 

Hour. 

The Twist.  Doc Marten’s.  Etch-a-
sketch. Pillbox hats.  Babycham.  Fray 

Bentos Pies in tins. 
 

1961 Yuri Gagarin’s flight into space and back. Alan 
Sheppard, first American in Space.  Silicon Chip 

invented. John F. Kennedy president of US. 

Take Good Care of My Baby - Bobby Vee. 
Big Bad John - Jimmy Dean. Runaway by 

Del Shannon  
Can't Help Falling in Love - Elvis Presley. 

Crying - Roy Orbison 

The Hustler.  101 Dalmations. The Guns 
of Navarone. El Cid.  West Side Story. 

The Avengers.  Songs of Praise. The 
Morecambe & Wise Show. Dr. 

Kildare.  Look. 

Scalextric.  Chunky wooden Jewellery.  
Tie-dye. Valium.   Portable Record 

Players. 

1962 Death of Marilyn Munroe.  The ‘Big Freeze’ 
begins. Cuban Missile Crisis . 

I Remember You - Frank Ifield I Can't Stop 
Loving You - Ray Charles. Twist and Shout 
- The Isley Brothers.  The Loco-Motion by 

Little Eva.  If I Had a Hammer by Peter, 
Paul & Mary  

Lawrence Of Arabia. Manchurian 
Candidate.  The Longest Day.  Mutiny 
on the Bounty. To Kill a Mocking Bird. 

Z Cars.  The Saint. That Was The 
Week That Was.  Brothers in Law. 

Dancing the mashed Potato. The 
Locomotion. Fall-out Shelters. Nehru 

jackets.  Scooters.  Mod Culture. Nylon 
Raincoats.  Baby doll pyjamas. 

1963 Opening of Dartford Tunnel. Assassination of 
John F Kennedy.  Great Train Robbery. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. gives his "I have a 
dream" speech.  

She Loves You - The Beatles. He's So Fine - 
The Chiffons. Walk Like a Man - The Four 
Seasons.  Dominique - The Singing Nun  

The Great Escape. Cleopatra.  Dr No.  
It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World.  How 

the West was won. 

William Hartnell - 1st  Doctor Who.  
The Rag Trade. Ready Steady Go! The 

Fugitive  

Hippies. Make Love, Not War" long hair 
ethnic-inspired clothes accessorized 
with Eastern religions.  Groovy.  Shift 

dresses. Smiley faces  
1964 Birth of Prince Edward.  Elect.  Harold Wilson 

PM. Nelson Mandela receives life sentence for 
his role in abolishing apartheid in SA. Cassius 
Clay heavyweight champion.  Martin Luther 

King gets Peace Prize. 

Can't Buy Me Love - The Beatles.  Baby 
Love - The Supremes.  I'm Into Something 

Good - Herman's Hermits. 

Mary Poppins.  Goldfinger. A Hard Day’s 
Night. From Russia with Love. My Fair 

Lady. Hello Dolly. 
 

BBC 2.  Play School.  Top of the Pops.  
Crossroads.  The Wednesday Play. 
The Likely Lads. Flipper. The Man 
from U.N.C.L.E.  Bewitched.  The 

Munsters.  

Mini-skirts.  Patent leather long boots. 
Fall-out Shelters.  The Lava lamp. 

Turtlenecks. Acrylic paints. Permanent 
press fabrics. Beatles haircuts.  Jackie 

Comic. 
1965 Death of Winston Churchill. Vietnam War. 

Death penalty abolished. Lyndon B. Johnson US 
President. Martin Luther King arrested. 

Malcolm X assassinated.  

Tears - Ken Dodd. Help! - The Beatles. 
You've Lost That Loving Feeling - the 
Righteous Brothers. These Boots Are 

Made for Walkin' - Nancy Sinatra 

For Whom the Bell Tolls.  The Sound of 
Music.  Dr Zhivago.  Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines. I Dream 

of Jeannie.  
 

World of Sport – Eamonn Andrews. 
The Magic Roundabout. Thunderbirds 

The Twiggy look.  Spirographs. The 
James Bond Aston Martin. Astroturf.  
Soft contact lenses. Battleship.  Iced 

Buns.   

1966 Labour victory in general election. Start of 
Chinese cultural revolution.  Aberfan landslide 

disaster.  England win FIFA World Cup. 

Green Green Grass of Home - Tom Jones. 
Summer in the City - The Lovin’ Spoonful. 

Good Vibrations - The Beach Boys  

Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolfe?  Alfie. 
A Man for All Seasons. In the Heat of 

the Night.  Cabaret.   
 

Cathy Come Home.  Patrick 
Troughton 2nd  Dr. Who. Till Death do 

us Part. Mission: Impossible. The 
Professionals. The Monkees.  

Action Man.  Bat Man.  Chinese food. 
Avocado and spaghetti Bolognese. 

1967 American astronauts killed in fire during ground 
test. Torrey Canyon ran aground off Lands End.  
First human heart transplant. Israel and Arab 

Six-Day War.  Billie Jean King Singles and 
Doubles champion. 

Release Me - Engelbert Humperdinck. To 
Sir With Love – Lulu. Happy Together -The 

Turtles.  Daydream Believer - The 
Monkees  

Cool Hard Luke. The Graduate. Bonnie 
And Clyde.  The Jungle Book.   You only 

Live Twice.  Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner 

News at Ten.  The Forsyte Saga.   
The Prisoner.  

Ironside.   

Paisley.  KerPlunk.  Janet and John 
books.  Bell-bottoms.   Love 

Beads.  Granny glasses. 

1968 Assassination of Martin Luther king at 
Memphis, Tennessee.  Paris student riots. The 

Ross Cleveland trawler sank killing 19. Robert F. 
Kennedy killed.   

Hey Jude - The Beatles. The Dock of the 
Bay - Otis Redding. This Guy's in Love 

With You - Herb Alpert 

2001: A Space Odyssey.  Rosemary’s 
Baby. Planet Of The Apes.  Funny Girl. 

Softly Softly. Steptoe and Son. 
University Challenge 

Bellbottom jeans. Black lights.  Dry 
Vesta Ready Meals.  

1969 Test flight of concord. First men on moon – 
Armstrong and Aldrin.  Brian Jones Dies 

Sugar, Sugar – The Archies.  Get Back – 
The Beetles.  Two Little Boys – Rolph 

Harris.  

Butch Cassidy & The Sundance Kid. The 
Wild Bunch. Midnight Cowboy (Best 

Film Oscar) Easy Rider 

Doctor in the House.  On the Buses.  
The Liver Birds. Civilisation 

Woodstock. Silly String. Tie-dye T-shirts. 
Peace symbols. Headbands. Hippie 

(long straight) hair.   
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1970 Beetles break up. Conservatives win election. The Wonder of You – Elvis Presley.   I Hear 
you Knocking – Dave Edmunds. 

Love Story. Scrooge.  Love Story.  Mash.  
Little Big Man. 

Jon Pertwee - 3rd Doctor Who in 
Colour.  Monty Python. 

Macrame. Stylophone. Kaftans. 
Nouvelle Cuisine. 

1971 Open university goes on air.  Decimal coinage. My Sweet Lord – George Harrison.  
Maggie May – Rod Stewart.  Granddad – 

Clive Dunn.  Hot Love – T Rex. 

A Clockwork Orange. The French 
Connection. Dirty Harry. 

 

Valerie Barlow dies in Coronation 
street.  First OU broadcasts. 

Generation Game. Edna, the Inebriate 
Woman 

Space Hoppers. Klackers.  Discos. 
Platform shoes.  

 

1972 Miners’ strike. Bloody Sunday in Londonderry. 
Expulsion of British Asians from Uganda. 

Amazing Grace – The Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards Band.  I’d Like to Teach the World 

to Sing – New Seekers.  Puppy Love – 
Donny Osmond. 

The Godfather.  Sleuth. Lady Sings the 
Blues.  The Poseidon Adventure. 

Mastermind. The Old Grey Whistle 
Test. Emmerdale Farm. Are you being 

Served?  Coldidz.  John Craven’s 
Newsround. 

Leisure suits in shiny fabric. Quiffs.  
Wooden Wall Masks. 

1973 VAT introduced. Watergate affair. Wedding of 
princess Anne and captain mark Philips. 

Tie a Yellow Ribbon Round the Ole Oak 
Tree – Tony Orlando and Dawn 

The Sting. The Exorcist. Last Tango in 
Paris. Papillon.  Paper Moon. 

First commercial radio station 
launched. Some Mothers do ‘ave em. 

Lat of the Summer Wine. 

Punk Rock. Citizens' Band radio. Pocket 
calculators introduced. Galm rock. 

Chopper Bikes.   
1974 Labour wins general election. Patty Hearst 

kidnapped. 
Tiger Feet/ Lonely this Christmas – Mud. 

Devil Gate Drive – Suzie Quatro. 
China Town. The Conversation. The 

Towering Inferno. 
Porridge. Tiswas.  Wish You were 

Here. 
Campaign button badges. Perms for 

men. String Art. Magna Doodle 
1975 Re-opening of Suez Canal. Bohemian Rhapsody – Queen. Sailing – 

Rod Stewart.  Bye Bye Baby – Bay City 
Rollers. 

One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest. 
Monty Python And The Holy Grail.  

Jaws.  Barry Lyndon. 

Fawlty Towers. The Good Life.  The 
Sweeney. Jim’ll Fix It. 

Afro hair styles. Perms.  Smash instant 
mashed potato. Wombles.   

1976 Hot summer. Separation of lord Snowden and 
Princess Margaret. James Callaghan PM.  Water 
shortages. High speed train service introduced. 

First commercial flights of Concorde. Jimmy 
Carter US president.  James Hunt wins F1 title. 

Save Your Kisses for Me – Brotherhood of 
Man.  Mamma Mia &Dancing Queen – 

ABBA.   Under the Moon of Love – 
Showaddywaddy. 

Taxi Driver.  Rocky.  One Flew over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.  All the Presidents Men.  

A Star is Born. 

Multi-coloured Swap Shop. The Rise 
and fall of Reginald Perrin.  Open All 

Hours. I, Claudius 

Beards.  Pet Rocks.  Fondue sets. 
Elephant Bell trousers. 

1977 Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 
 

Mull of Kintyre – Wings.  Don’t Cry for Me 
Argentina – Julie Covington.   The First Cut 

is the Deepest – Rod Stewart.  

Star Wars.  Annie Hall.  The Spy Who 
Loved Me.  Saturday Night Fever. 

The Krypton Factor. Abigail's Party Skate Boards.  Zandra Rhodes bright 
colours and safety pins. Slime. Holly 

Hobbie.  Street Parties. 
1978 First test tube baby. Pope Paul VI, dies, then 

Pope John Paul I and Pope John Paul II takes 
office. 

Rivers of Babylon – Boney M.  You’re the 
One That I Want – Travolta and John.  

Wuthering Heights – Kate Bush. 

The Deer Hunter.  Superman. Grease.  
Jaws II.   Bys from Brazil.  Jaws II.  

Watership Down 

Grange Hill.  Butterflies. Pennies From 
Heaven.  3-2-1.  Southbank Show. 

Blakes 7 

Star Wars Figures. 

1979 Margaret Thatcher PM. Earl Mountbatten killed 
in bomb explosion. Abolition of corporal 

punishment in schools. 

Bright Eyes – Art Garfunkel.   YMCA – 
Village People.   Message in A bottle – 

Police.  

Apocalypse Now.  Life Of Brian.  Kramer 
VS Kramer. Alien. 

Minder. Terry and June.  Fawlty 
Towers. Blue Remembered Hills. 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 

First Sony Walkman.  Trivial Pursuit. 
Polaroid cameras. Bomb disaster drills 

at schools 
1980 John Lennon assassinated.  Who Shot JR?  

Mount St Helens Erupts.   
Don’t Stand So Close to Me – The Police.  

Just Like Starting Over – John Lennon.  
The Shining.  The Elephant Man.  The 
Empire Strikes Back.  Airplane!  Stir 

Crazy. 

Juliet Bravo. The Older ‘Arf.. Rubik’s cube. Legwarmers. Swatch 
Watches. Smurfs. Tupperware Parties. 

Digital Watches. 
1981 Peter Sutcliffe charged – Yorkshire Ripper. 

Charles and Diana’s engagement and Wedding. 
Brixton, Toxteth, Moss Side riots.  Ronald 

Reagan US President. Booker Prize – Salman 
Rushdie – Midnight’s Children 

Don’t You Want Me Baby – The Human 
League.  Imagine & Woman – John 

Lennon.  Jealous Guy – Roxy Music. This 
Ol’ House – Shakin’ Stevens.  

Raiders Of The Lost Ark.  Chariots of 
Fire.  For your Eyes Only.   Tootsie.  

Poltergeist. 

Spit the Dog.  Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy.  Tales of the Unexpected.   

Triangle.   

Pac-man. Guys with one earring. 
Slinkies. Jelly Shoes. Dungeons and 

Dragons.  Leg Warmers.  

1982 Barbican opened.  Falkland war. Birth of Prince 
William. Prince is killed in car accident. Moonie 

Marriages in Madison Square. 

Come on Eileen – Dexy’s Midnight 
Runners.  House of Fun – Madness. I Don’t 

Want to Dance – Eddy Grant. 

Blade Runner.  Ghandi.  The Thing. ET.  
Rocky III.  An Officer and a Gentleman. 

Channel 4 TV.   The Young Ones. 
Wood and Walters. Boys from the 

Blackstuff. The Snowman.  

BMX Bikes. 'Baby on Board' Signs. ZX 
Spectrum.  The Mullet Hair Style. 

1983 Seat Belts compulsory. New £1 coin.  HIV 
Discovered.  

Karma Chameleon – Culture Club. Every 
Breath you Take – Police. Uptown Girl – 

Billy Joel. 

Star Wars: Return Of The Jedi.  Scarface. 
Octopussy.   Terms of Endearment. 

Blackadder. Taggart. Only Fools and 
Horses. Thomas the Tank Engine. 

My Little Pony.  Cabbage Patch Dolls. 
Moonwalking. He Man & The Masters 

Of The Universe.  Camcorders.  
1984 Olympics - Los Angeles.  Torvill and Dean wind 

gold in Winter Olympics. 
Do They Know It’s Christmas? – Band Aid. 

Hello – Lionel Ritchie.   
The Terminator.  Gremlins. Police 

Academy. Beverly Hills Cop. 
The A Team. Auf Wiedersehen Pet. 

Spitting Image. The Young Ones. 
Red Bull Energy Drink. Big Shoulder 

Pads. Care Bears. Trivial Pursuit.  Stone-
washed Jeans. 

1985 Live Aid in London. Wreck of Titanic found. The Power of Love – Jennifer Rush.   I 
Know him so Well – Elaine Paige. 

Back To The Future.  The Colour of 
Purple. Out of Africa. 

Eastenders.  Girls on Top. Live Aid for 
Africa 

Sweaters on Waists. Crocodile Dundee 
Hats 

1986 Chernobyl disaster and radio-active fall out. Don’t Leave Me This Way – The Aliens. Platoon.   Stand By Me. Neighbours. The Singing Detective Nintendo.  Judy Blume books. Apple 
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Communards Computers. Panini Football stickers. 
1987 Herald of Free Enterprise sinks in N Sea and 

many die. Charles and Diana living separately.  
Black Monday. Hungerford Massacre. 

Never Gonna Give You Up – Rick Astley. Dragnet.  Cyclone. No Man’s Land. The 
Last Emperor. Good Morning Vietnam. 

Lethal Weapon. 

Blackadder II. French and Saunders. 
Tutti Frutti 

"Just Say No"  

1988 Lockerbie air craft explosion. Prozac 
introduced.  Soviets Leave Afghanistan. 

Mistletoe and Wine – Cliff Richard Groovy 
Kind of Love – Phil Collins.  Heaven is a 

Place on Earth – Belinda Carlisle. 

Nuovo Cinema Paradise.  Die Hard.  
Rain Man.  Twins.  Big.  Die Hard. 

This Morning. Death on the Rock.  
Children’s Ward.  

CDs outsell Vinyl.  Acid House music. 

1989 46 killed in Kegworth plane crash.  Student 
protest at Tiananmen Square.  Fall of Berlin 

wall. Hillsborough disaster. Kazuo Ishiguro wins 
Booker Prize – Remains of the day 

Ride on Time - Black Box. Madonna Like a 
Prayer – Madonna.  Back to Life - Soul II 

Soul 

Indiana Jones And The Last Crusade.  
Lethal Weapon II. Look Who’s Talking.  

Ghost Busters II. 

Challenge Anneka.  Woof! Fun House.  
Byker Grove.  Life Goes on.  Rolph’s 

Cartoon Club 

Batmania. Teenage Mutant Hero 
Turtles.  Boot cut jeans. 

1990 Margaret Thatcher resigns and is succeeded by 
John Major.  Nelson Mandela freed 

Unchained Melody – Righteous Brothers.  
Sacrifice – Elton John. 

Teenage Ninja mutant turtles.   Home 
Alone.  Pretty Woman. 

The Simpsons.  Twin Peaks. Have I 
Got News for You. One Foot in the 

Grave. Postman Pat. 

The waif-look in modelling.  Tattoos. 
Puffa Jackets.  

1991 Train crashes into buffers at Cannon Street 
Station.  Hostage Terry Waite released. Gulf 

War. 

(Everything I Do) I Do It for You – Bryan 
Adams. Losin’ my religion – REM.   

The Silence Of The Lambs.  Terminator 
II.  Father of the Bride. Sleeping with 

the Enemy.  

Reeves and Mortimer make debut. Grunge: flannel shirts and ripped jeans.  

1992 Charles and Diana officially separate. Windsor 
Castle fire. 

I Will Always Love You – Whitney 
Houston.  Stay – Shakespeare’s Sister. 

Universal Soldier.  The Doll’s House. Ab Fab. Between The Lines. The 
Borrowers. 

Hip-hop.  Cargo pants. 

1993 Bosnian war s Rachel Whiteread wins Turner 
Prize. 

 

I’d Do Anything for Love (but I Won’t Do 
That) – Meat Loaf. I  Can’t Help Falling in 

Love – UB40 

Schindler’s List.  Groundhog Day. The X Files.   Mr Blobby. Blind Date. T-shirts that changed colour with the 
heat of the body. Piercings. Power 

Rangers toys. 
1994 A mortar bomb in Sarajevo market killed 68 and 

wounding 200 people.  Channel Tunnel opened. 
Love Is All Around – Wet Wet Wet.  
Without You – Mariah Carey.  Stay 

Another Day – East 17 

The Sawshank Redemption. Pulp 
Fiction.  Forrest Gump. Amadeus.  The 

Lion King. 

Friends.  Victoria Wood as Seen on 
TV. Dennis Potter: The Last Interview. 

Shameless. 

Wonder Bra. Magic Eye Pictures. 
 

1995 Cliff Richard receives knighthood.  Damien Hirst 
wins Turner Prize. 

Unchained Melody – Robson and Jerome.  
Think Twice – Celine Dion. 

Braveheart.  Toy Story.   Golden-eye.  
Batman Forever. 

Pride and Prejudice. Father Ted. Play Station.  Slogan Tee Shirts. POGS. 

1996 Dunblane School Massacre.  Graham Swift wins 
Booker Prize - Last Orders 

Killing Me Softly – The Fugees.  Wannabe 
– Spice Girls.   How Deep is your Love – 

Take That. 

Train-spotting.   Twister. 101 
Dalmations.  Independence Day. 

This Life. Our Friends in the North. The Macarena dance. Posh chicken. 
Couscous. Rustic cheeses ,swordfish 

and tuna steaks. Thai 
1997 Princess Diana dies in a car crash in Paris. Tony 

Blair becomes labour PM. Dolly the sheep 
cloned. Arundhati Roy wins Booker Prize – The 

God of Small Things. 

Candle in the Wind – Elton John. I Believe 
I can Fly – R Kelly.  I’ll be missing you – 

Puff Daddy.  Do you Know What I Mean – 
Oasis. 

Good Will Hunting.  The Full Monty.  
Liar Liar.   Titanic. 

Teletubbies. Drop the Dead Donkey. Chat Rooms. Pokemon.  The Cabbage 
Soup Diet. 

1998 Thousands killed in a poison gas attack on 
Kurdish city.  Viagra introduced.   

Believe – Cher.  No Matter What – 
Boyzone.  My Heart Will Go On – Celine 

Dion. Millennium – Robbie Williams.  

Saving Private Ryan.  Lock, Stock And 
Two Smoking Barrels. 

The Royle Family. Dinner Ladies. Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire? 

Sarongs.  Yo Yos return.  Furbies. 

1999 Jill Dando is murdered.  Minimum Wage is 
introduced. Solar Eclipse.  Wedding of Prince 

Edward and Sophie Rhys Jones. 

…Baby One More Time – Britney Spears. 
Livin’ La Vida Loca – Ricky Martin. 

American Beauty.  The Green Mile. The 
Sixth Sense. 

Sex and the City.  Smack the Pony. 
Walking with Dinosaurs. Queer as 

Folk. 

Folding scooters.  Red Bull. 

2000 The Millennium.  Dr Harold Shipman arrested 
for murder. Hatfield train derailment. 

Can We Fix It? – Bob the Builder.  Life is a 
Rollercoaster – Ronan Keaton. 

Gladiator. Snatch.   What Women Want.  
Meet the Parents.  

My Family.  The Weakest Link. Robotic Pets. The Thunderbirds return. 
Big Brother Series 1. 

2001 Foot and Mouth outbreak in Cattle. Wobbly 
Millennium Bridge closed. Twin Towers – 

September 11th. 

It Wasn’t Me – Shaggy feat. Can’t Get you 
out of My Head – Kylie Minogue. 

The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring.  Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher's Stone. Billy Elliot.  A 
beautiful Mind 

The Office.  Two Pints of Lager and a 
Packet of Crisps.  The Kumars at No 

42. Six Feet Under. 

Bob The Builder.  Corset craze in 
fashion. 

2002 Euro official currency of EU. Deaths of queen 
Mother and Princess Margaret.  Murders of 

Holy Wells and Jessica Chapman by Ian Huntley.  
Bali Nightclub attack - 190 killed. 

Anything Is Possible/Evergreen – Will 
Young. Hero – Enrique Inglisias. 

Unchained Melody – Gareth Gates. Sound 
of the Underground – Girls aloud.  

Gangs of New York.  The Pianist. The 
Hours. About Schmidt. The Lord of the 

Rings: The Two Towers 

Phoenix Nights.  Family Fortunes.  I’m 
A Celebrity get me out of Here!  

Spooks. We will Rock You. 

Low-rise jeans.  Spaghetti straps. 

2003 Concord Makes last Flight.  Queen’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. "shoe bomber" Richard 

Where Is the Love? – Black Eyed Peas.  
Crazy in Love – Beyonce.  Leave Right Now 

The Lord Of The Rings. Kill Bill: Vol. 1.  
Finding Nemo. Lost In Translation 

Little Britain.  Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy. 

The Hoxton Fin Hair style.  
Hats Sideways. 
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Reid sentenced to life in prison – Will Young.  
2004 Floods in Boscastle – Cornwall. Olympic Games, 

Athens. 335 people, mainly school children 
were killed after a siege of a Russian school by 

rebels from Chechnya.  Tsunami in Indian 
ocean. 

Do They Know It’s Christmas? – .  
Definitely Maybe - Oasis.  Vertigo – U2.  

I’ll Stand by You – Girls Aloud.  Obviously 
– McFly.  Who’s David – Busted. 

Hotel Rwanda.  Million Dollar Baby. The 
Incredible.  Kill Bill Vol:2. 

Million Dollar Baby. The Aviator. Finding 
Neverland. 

Nighty Night. Doc Martin. Life Begins. 
Max & Paddy's Road to Nowhere.  
The Catherine Tate Show.  The X 

Factor. Dick and Dom in Da 
Bungalow. 

Ponchos back again.  Deadlocks. 
Reconstructed clothing. 

Tube Tops. 
The Gothic Look 

2005 Price Charles marries Camilla Parker Bowles. 
Fox hunting banned. Pope Benedict XV1 takes 

office. 

Is This the Way to Amarillo – Tony Christie 
feat. Peter Kay.   You’re Beautiful – James 

Blunt.  Don’t Cha’ – Pussy Cat Dolls. 

Madagascar. Pride and prejudice.  War 
of the Worlds.  Harry Potter and the 

Goblet of Fire. 

The Apprentice.  QI.  Deal or No Deal.  
Bleak House.  Billy Elliot opens. 

The Crazy Frog Ring Tone.  Skate shoes. 

2006 Queen’s 80th Birthday. Kiran Desai -  The 
Inheritance of Loss – wins Booker Prize 

Crazy - Gnarls Barkley. I Don’t Feel Like 
Dancing – The Scissor Sisters.   

Patience – Take That. 

The Departed.  Little Miss Sunshine.  
Pirates of the Caribbean. The Da Vinci 

Code. 

Last Edition of Top of the Pops.  
Waterloo Road. Torchwood.  Robin 
Hood.  Ugly Betty. Jamie’s School 

Dinners. 

Low-slung jeans showing underpants 
young men.  Plimsolls. Whale Tails. 

2007 Madeleine McCann is abducted in Praia da Luz.  
St Pancras Station opened as Eurostar Terminal. 

Paul McCartney and Heather Mills divorce. 

Bleeding Love - Leona Lewis. Shine – Take 
That.  Umbrella – Rihanna.  About you 
now – The Sugar Babes.  Grace Kelly – 

Mika. 

No Country For Old Men.  There Will Be 
Blood. The Bourne Ultimatum. 

Ratatouille. The Sound of Music.  

Ronnie and Co.  The Sarah Jane 
Adventures.  Holby Blue.  

Embarrassing Bodies.  The Choir.  
Poppy Shakespeare.  Britain’s Got 

Talent begins. 

Halter necks. Mohawk haircuts.  
Skinny jeans. Ipods.  Leggings. Ugg 

boots.  Saggy Pants. 

2008 The Credit Crunch. House prices fall. Northern 
Rock crash.  Nelson Mandela’s 80th Birthday. 

Hallelujah – Alexandra Burke.  
Viva La Vida - Cold Play.   

Warwick Avenue – Duffy. 

Slumdog Millionaire.  The Wrestler. 
Changeling.  Hair Spray.  Oliver. WALL-E. 

Mamma Mia. 

Ashes to Ashes.  White Girl.    Life in 
Cold Blood.  Wallander.  Gavin and 

Stacey.  Jersey Boys. 

Large Glasses, Dark lines around eyes.  
Big Jewellery.  Micro skirts. 

2009 The big outbreak of Bird Flu.  Michael Jackson 
dies. Megrahi – Lockerbie Bomber released. 
Obama Inaugurated.  MPs Expenses Scandal. 

The Fear – Lily Allen 
Boys and Girls – Pixie Lott 

Killing In the Name (Clean Version)- Rage 
Against the Machine 

Avatar. 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince. 

Up. 

 
The Inbetweeners. 

The IT Crowd.  

 
Military-style fashion.  Cup cakes. 

2010 Haiti Earthquake. 
Volcanic ash disrupts flights. 

Thirty-three Chilean miners are rescued after 
69 days  

I Gotta Feeling – Black Eyed Peas 
Bad Romance – Lady Gaga 

Use Somebody – Kings of Leon 

Social Network. 
Black Swan. 
True Grit. 

Toy Story 3. 

So You Think You Can Dance. 
Miranda.  Pointless. Popstar to 

Operastar 

Jeggings. Lop-sided haircuts. 
Body-suit revival.   

2011 Japanese Earthquake and Tsunami. 
Prince William marries to Kate Middleton. 

Amy Whitehouse dies. 

The Best Thing I never Had – Beyoncé 
Promises - Nero 

The Kings Speech.  127 Hours.  Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hollows. 

The Inbetweeners Movie.  South Pacific. 

X Factor - second generation 
Red or Black 

Quinoa. 
Floor-length dresses. Bold floral prints. 

All-in-one jump suits revival. 
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